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St. Louis Platform and Nomination.

HANCOCK, BAYARD OR TILDEN.

The Delegation Will Go for "the Best
Man".The Man to Win.

HARD MONEY OR SOFT.

Compromise ami fonciliRiioii on Both
Candidates and Platform.

I'MLADKU'un, Jane 10. 187ft.
The democratic party iu this Stat* la in a disorgan¬

ized condition ltd leaders in this city are not aggres¬
sive. They havo no policy but to wait (or "something
to turn up." As to whom Pennsylvania will press for
the Presidential nomination at the National Convention

they have avowedly no knowledge. But few of the

delegatus to tl.o Convention will even express a per-
loual prelereuco and ail of them say "wait,"
although tho Convention is little more thsn a

week off. Tho imported machinery of the
parly in tho State is shown bv the fact
that (lie local leaders have at ibis lata day no advices
as to the leeling in tne country districts. Whether
tho Western districts will indorse a hard money candi¬
date or whether Philadelphia will consent to accent a

greenback man ure questions upon which tlioy have
come to no decision. No council ol the leaders lias
heeu held ul which this uud other vexed questions
could he decided. "I toll you llio truth," said a prom¬
inent dclegute, "but you mustn't print my name,
It will he suih a refreshing novelty for
our party to gaiu a victory iu the Presiden¬
tial contest that we will make any sacriflco
to secure it. The Pennsylvania democrats will be
found ready to indorso any man who can carry the
country, bard moucy or soft. I shall not even toll you
who my porsonnl nrelerence Is lor tho candidate, bo-
cause 1 am ready to go with the majority, und 1 don't
want to influence anybody else's opinion. Above all
things. 1 want to see harmony in the State delegation.
We In this city have not indorsed any candidate, sim¬

ply necauso we dou't know who would he acceptable
elsewhere iu tho Stato. We sbull not know until wo

.get to Pittsburg, ou our way to St. Louis. There wo

shall moot the country delegates and hold a caucus ou

the cars; so that we shall not know who Pennsyl¬
vania wains until wo reach tho doors of tho Conven¬
tion. "

Not until the present week has K been at all possible
to perceive among tbc democrats in ibis city and
neighborhood any iudicatious of preparation for tbo
tit. Louis Convention. Never before, probably, in tbo
history of the democratic party in Pennsylvania, bai
tbere been such inertia and inactivity so near upon tbo
Nuuoual Nominating Convention. As to wbo Is likely
to be supported by the purly in Pennsylvania as its
caiididalo tbere has been the greatest uncertainty
and doubt. The local leaders and tbo runk
and file have bad no opinions to express, and
aero unwilling to do auythiug but wait. Within a few
days, however, a party progrumme for St. Louis has
beeu arranged in Washington and has been set on foot
by the leaders here, as it has also, doubtless, in other
States. Those iuterosted are quietly working for the
nomination of Ueuersl Hancock, and tho programme li
said to have been so far completed tbut it Is even ar¬

ranged that the nominatiou iu the Convection shall
touie from Texas; that other Southern States shall
then lull in. and that tbo Northern and Middle States,
a i by Peuusylvania, will bo wheoied into line. With a

view of obtaining the personal proleronccs of the dele,
gates lrom tuo city and State to the D tuocratic Na-
Veual Convention your correspondent has called
apon most of them personally. From the result, winch
is given below, it will be seen that the Hancock move-

aieut is Micccssiul in this locality and has much
ttrength in every port of the State.

DELEGATES AT LARGE.
WilliAll A. Wallaen, who is Mr. Cameron's col¬

league in tbo Senate, heads the list of the Pennsylvania
delegation and aspires to be us leader. He would prob¬
ably prefer a soft money platform and a bard mouey
candidate, or the reverse, making neither too pro¬
nounced to be ail things to all men. Hef'ore the Ohio
Convention he was understood to be for Thurman, hut
his lute tendencies have beeu lor Tilden. If Haucouk
s before the Convention Wallace will certainly support
htm.
Hustkk Cm mkr, the Representative iu Congress from

Berks county, isCluse as a clam in regard to his prefer¬
ence. He positively refuses to talk.
Andhkw U. Dill, of I.ewisburg, is one of the lead¬

ing men of the delegation, aud more outspoken than

ury of the delegates at large in regard to bis convic-

110.1s and preferences Mr. Dill is a strong burd
money man, aud says Peuusylvania will insist upon a

hard money platform at St. Louis. This hs deems es¬

sential to success, both in the State and the Union.
He is ni opiuion 1 hat the delegation will support Hen¬
dricks at the outset, but thinks it may go over to Til¬
den.

Hcuit M. Noam does not want to be quoted as for
any particular candidate. He is a "best man" man,
but indicates a preference for liayard.

DISTDICT Dl LEGATES.
FIRST DISTRICT.

Caoauc McGowan, Chairman of ths Philadelphia
Democratic Comtnl.tee, aud a leading politician, is a

delegate iroiu the First district Ho told the Hksald
correspond! nt thsi he is for ex-Governor Parker, of New
Jersey. He is thoroughly persuaded that Parker is the
very best candidate to put in tbo Held, being more

available tbau any other, because even those poritous
of the country which have no particular enthusiasm
for litiu can certainly find nothing nga.ust him. He is
a good democrat, an honest man and bos an excellent
war record, having been ouo ot tbo four great
war Governors "Tho democratic party," aaid
he, "will have difliculty In conciliating
the East and the Wert, tho hard and
the soft money d< ino. rata. A pronounced bard niou y
man would not be supported in the West, aud a candi¬
date prominently id< ntitied with the *011 money move-
tnent would not he acceptable in the Kasl. Tilden,
'IhurmsD, Hendricks and itayard are not available,
nio-t ol luctn became they have too deemed views ou
this question. Parker. I believe, Is a bard money man,
but he 1* not aggressively SA, and be sou u not there¬
fore be ohjectiouabie 111 tho West on thai account. 1
have ta.keu with delegatus from several counties ot the
Mate, and lliey all say they will support Parker. He
has a good record and would make the best candidate,
because be would be the best compromise between the
bard aud soft money people.

"

"Who is your secouu choice in the event of Parker's
fstlure to receive the nominationV

"1 dou'l know whom 1 should goto. 1 shall certainly
support Parker as long as be ba< any show w hatever.
1 believe u great many otner delegates lrom Pennsyl¬
vania w 10 aiso.''
"How aooul Tilden V'
"He is objectionable to Pennsylvania democrats be¬

cause there is a feeling that he and his friends con¬
tributed to tbo lots 01 this State last year by their pro¬
nounced stand in favor ot buid money. It may prove
.o be the best Hung that ever happened to us. but still
there Is a feeling ot si<reaessagain-t the New York de-
Biocracy very naturally on account of this defeat,
brought about by tho bard money aggressive plat¬
form.''
Genera! M. Rkii.lt, the other delegate lrom this dis¬

trict, speaks favorab y of Hancock. General Hancock
Is Utilet ed by htm and aiso by bis colleague to be a bard
mottoy man and is sp< k<-n 01 as consistent in bis attach¬
ment 10 his party, wtih a war record second to one,
and a character lor integrity that cannot bo questioned.
Ot Thurtuan, Hendricks aud lildon la th ore chary iu

apeak tug, though it is apparent that Tilden is believed
to have sacriLced his party lor in-own private aims
and on this ao ount meets with but little htvor. In this
city at all events.

BECOXP DISTRICT.
Joiv R. Read, delegate from the Second district of

Uits city, said.The feel ngs ol the Philadelphia dele
sauon are,negative. * roiu the in oriuain n obi .mab,e
It is evident mat all are ready to seek only the goo J of
the party, and nominate a m m wno will baroiouixe all
sections of the country. The question ol hard or soil
money ii*s been avoided because it is a vexed one. It
Is believed that the majority 01 the delegatioo are de-
rid dly in favor of n hard money platform, thus
carrying out the old convictions id thnr party. By
many of the more thoughllu! leaders it is believed
Hint this question will not create any serious autago-
uistu in party councils, but the soft money fact.on. bemg
hut a minority. wiii gracefully > elu altar a proper ex

preaslou of vn Ws. It is asserted by many 01 the dele¬
gation ibal there is more unity or fee,iug among the
present representatives than has ever been the case ,

under tlmllnr circumstance*. The only bone of con¬
tention seems to be at present the null question.that
is, whether the Stale dolcgatluti shall vole us a unit In
the convention alien the. majority ileetdca upon a

course o| action. The La: coaler Cotiveuliou mail uClod
us to vole as s unit, hut there is much ttissaiisiaciion
and the quest.on is much discussed. This will be set¬
tled at St. Louis. In regard to personal preferences, it
would be tbc policy oti tho part 01 the I'enusyivania
neh gallon to support Governor Parker, of New Jersey,
lor he would tarry with bun Pennsylvania, New Jersey
and some ol the Kastern Slates; but Irotu every indica¬
tion the proierences of the mielleciuul portion of the
delegation are lor Senutor Bayard, of Delaware, a geu-
tlcinou of rare attainments aud of unimpeachable char¬
acter.
Thomas D. Paolo's, of the 8econd district, a gen-

lleiiian ol ample means, and tree from any oi those pre¬
judices which are apt to Listen themselves upon dele¬
gate* in his peculiur position, says most decidedly that
he has no favorite aud no interests to serve in the
im incoming nomination. He has baeit pr- s»ed by his
Immediate friends to declure his sentiments, but bo-
lieviug that be would serve the best interests of but
country ss well as his party by going to the Convention
uuiraiuelled in every respect he intends to to do. Tho
three prominent candidates.llancoclc, Parker and
liayurd.are, iu the est mat ion ol Mr. i'eurce, equally
worthy, and though Hancock la without doubt the
choice of the Pennsylvania delegation, au lar as ho is
concerned he will remain uoucotniniiiaL

TlliKb IM STRICT.
Sam*kl J. Raxdall, member of Congress from

the Third district and one of the delegates to St Louis,
1* the rival ol Senator Wallace for the leoderahtp ol the
party iu Pennsylvania. He rcluaesto c inuut hiinseli,
but may be quoted lor Hancock if the conditions are
lavorable.
William McMcllin, Mr. Randall's colleague, from tho

Third district, is a faruoua character in Philadelphia
He is a muscular politician In one of the lower wards
aud he "runs" ins ward so that it ulwuys goes demo¬
cratic, while the others are all republican. He is the
Buck Kanshaw of the Quaker City aud is "ouo of the
boys." Ho hud no opiuions to oxpress regarding his
choice at St Louis He hudn't mido up bis mind, and
w-aa going to stick by the puny. "There is liuio
enough yet," he suul. "Just now," said ho, "wo don't
kuow what the h.i wo are going to do."

FOURTH UISTRICT.
William V. McGkaih, ol tuo Fourth district. Is non¬

committal In his expressions, at the same time express¬
ing upieiereuce lor General Hancock, tho "luvorlie
sou" of Pennsylvania. Of his uvailubilily and strength
he bad hut little to say, as there has beeu no lorinai
couucll among tho members. He spoke ol Tiltlcn m high
terms, as in every tespeel a statesman, cultured gen¬
tleman, and a man ol uuimpcaehalno record. With
warm expressions lor the g> uilcmeu named, Mr. Mc¬
Graih wished It distinctly understood that he was In
all respects uupr Judicod, and would vote aud give his
influent* only in such direction us would inure most
puweriuily to tho success ui their candidate, una in his
choice should steer door of party cliques aud their
alllliulions.
Hkm(Y Doxaiick is a Hancock man, as far as he will

commit htmsuli to any candidate, but will go with the
rest.

FIFTH DISTRICT.
Joiix Vollkrton, ol the Kiltb district, could not be

soon, being out ol town, but Lets reputed us among
Hancock's supporters, with the same proviso that
applies to all the others, viz., that they will tail iu
uuder another hanuer tl nece sary.

llhNUv Grrkkx, when usked as to his first choice
lor the nomination at Si. Louis, said:."1 bavenoue.
It is tha ouiy time in my life that 1 have ever gone
iuto a national convention with a negative feeling as to
candidates." Ho declurod that ho actually hud no

luvorite, and was perlectiy willing to lislou to sugges¬
tions on the subject. As to the* more prominent
names that have been mentioned in Pennsylvania, ho
thought Bayard had the must strength, but Tildeii also
had muuy friends. He hud no idea Irom what quurter
the nominations at Su Lou's would come.

SIXTH DISTRICT.
Rodkrt EL Monaquax, ol Wost Chester, declares that

ho bus no decided choice lor the Presidency. He and
some ol bis townsmen tavor Bayard, ol Delaware, be¬
cause he is a neighbor aud a good democrat, or Tilduu,
because he would secure New York. But while these
are iboir.porsou.il choice, especially Btivard. they will
uot urge them, being coutcut to accept any good nomi¬
nation at the hands ol tho Convention. There never was
a time, says Mr. Mouughun,- when all tho
democratic candidates lor the Presidency
worn such acceptable men. As to Bayard,
Tilden, Parker, Tbunnau or Hendricks, either would be
ac epuble to Pennsylvania. There never wus a time,
Mr. Monaghan says* when he has been so uucommuted
to uDy puiiicular candidate to uear upon the nssetii-

bnugof iho N'utional Couveotion. The Pennsylvania
delegation, he assun (1 me, would urge no name upon
the Convention it affairs remain us at present. The
iinprtssion my Interview with Mr. Monaghan leit
upon my miud wus tout his llrst choice would bo
Huyurd and his second Tilden. Hut Mr. Monaghan is
as. able man and a shrewd politician, and wheu the
delegates irottt the Eastern section meet thero Irotn
Western Pennsylvania at Pittsburgh, a consultation
will take place between the leaders which may possibly
rosuit in u change, both Bnyard and Tilden being pro¬
nounced hard money men and not us acceptable to
Western Pennsylvania, the stronghold of the solt
money madne.-s.

J. 11. Khodks, tho other delegate from tbo Sixth dis-
trtct, Is uncommitted to any cuudldate. He believes it
Is premature to express any opinion on this point, and
does not think It policy, in any evout. lor him or uny
other Pennsylvania delegate to go to St. Louis pledged
to uny indivld iuI. .as to the candidates uvuilable tits
views co nctded In tho main With those ot his lcllow
delegate, Mr. MonagUan, ot Westchester.

HKVKXTli lllSTKICT.
Judge Oboimib Koss, of Uoylestown, a prominent

man in bis section, Is a delegate trom tho Seventh dis-
trict. In conversing with him upon his views respect¬
ing the nomination he spoke substantially us follows:.
"As to my choico lor tbo Presidency i am lor Han-

eock, altb ugh I am not lu the least oouud or com¬
muted to anybody. I think Hancock would be tne
most available candidate, because lie would be accept¬
able to the North and the South equally. His war
record is good, and ho is a man of the highest in¬
tegrity. "
"flow is Hancock on the money question?"
"Well," 1 dou't know. 1 know lLai be is not very

pronounced cither way, and mat also is greatly in his
favor. H is that kind ot a man we want."
"That will give jou trouble at St. Louis, wilt it uot?

If you nomlna e a bard money man won't there bo dan¬
ger oi a bolt In the West?"

"'Yes. We cannot nominate a man who has taken
decided ground either way. Hancock has a great deal
of strength iu this part ot the country. Ho was horn
right hero in Montgomery county. He always comes
hero when iu tne Stale, and makes this his headquar¬
ters as it were You will Uud that he has many friends
among tho democrats ot Montgomery. There is soiuo
Parker sentiment about Doylcsiowu necause Now Jer¬
sey is just across tue Delaware, and our people have
also business and social relations with New Jersey.
Tho democratic paper hero supports Parker. 1 have
uo Idea wiio'ihe democratic party in Peunsyivama will
urge at Hi. Louis. Tilden has some friend* Imre who will
probably work for hint uinoug the hard money man.
Our party in Pennsylvania made a groat mistake last
year at Km In adopting the Ohio solt money plailorm.
It was carried through with a rush, and without sober
second thought- 1 don't tnluk a soft inoucy man will
be accepted by Pennsylvania at St. Loins."
¦-would Tiideu be your second choice alter Hun-

cock ?"
"I can't say that I know who would be my second

choice. I have not thought about it enough lor that.
Please understand mo as not ueiiig strongly committed
even to Hancock."
Jacob V. Honwalts, ot Norrlstown, District Attor¬

ney oi Montgomery county, will be Mr. Hoss' col¬
league at HI. I amis. He is strougly In iuvor ot Hun-
cock. ol whom be speaks in the hignc-t terms, and will
nut talk ot any secoud choice. Mr. tiotlwulis says that
the whole of Montgomery county, a largely democratic
seclioh, is lor Hancock, the llem rai hat ing been born
aud brought up there, and still rolaiuing his lies of
friendship among the people.

biuiith district.
Amos H. Waxxrh, who is oue ot the representatives

ol Uerks county at St. l.ouis, is a lawyer who st ews to
take more interest in orpnau's court practice and the
price ol land iu iierkc luau in politico. He is exceed-
ludy reticent III regard to his choice fur Hie nomina¬

tion, and he declares lie doe* not kuow what be will
do. Re says he has nut se n Ciyuicr, uud although ho
met Wallace at Hui nsburg they hud hud uo conversa¬
tion ou politics. It is, he thinks, impossible to decide
What course is best until alter ihere bus been a con¬
sultation oi ibe delegation. Mr. Wanner seems rather
friendly lo Hendricks, but reru.-e.< to expross auy
opinion in regard to Tilden. He thinks public senti¬
ment Is opposed to a limitary candidate.
Eras Misiii.kh. who Is Mr. Wminer's colleague, from

Berks county, is a welt kuowu ho.el keeper, ol Head¬
ing. He is outspoken ior'Hnucock. whom he declares
tie will support "llrst, last and all the time." His col¬
league also, he thinks, is lor Hancock, but Mr. Warner
appears to nave a d IJVrent opiuion in regard to bis
own position. Mr. Mn-hier says emphatically that he
will not support Tilden at any lime. He may !>e
counted upon I r Hendricks it Hancock Is uot in the
race, aud shows where he stands on the money ques¬
tion by the declaration thai he would preier Alien,
In cause ot his inimical policy. Business men, he
thinks, must have renei.

sivrtf DISTRICT.
Mr. J. L. Stkixmbtb, oho ot tho delegates ol the Ninth

district, is u lawyer, ol Lancaster, and a very (ordial,
flank aud outspoken gentleman. If compelled to vole
under present ciri umsiunies ho thinks he would vote
for TuUin (ieuciai Haucoek is ills second choice, und
would le bis urst H brought forward with any show
of success. Mr. Htelnuietx spoke well oi Bayard, but
thinks Tburmau out ol the race, on aciouut ol the
art'on ol tlic Allen democrats.
W. Hayks (Irish, who is ibe colleague of Mr. Stein-

melt, left his home at Columbia ju-i bcloro I arrived
there; but he leit word to say, il any Hkralp man
came that way, that ho is iirsi lor Hancock aud then
lor Tlldeu.

tbbth pisthict.
Thomas Bt. Mktrorh. of Ahentown, Is s lawyer la

lerae practice, and when 1 railed to see him hie office
was lull ol clients, all ol w.iout were speak in* the Penn¬
sylvania jxilui* Taking advantage ol the uinuer hour
I was able to learn hi* view*. The sentiment in his
part of the Sum* was tlrst for Tburmau and thru lor
Tiideu; but as (hi* was belore tne Ohio Convention. it
Is !air lo ..asuno that Tiideu uow slaiiua tlrst. Hen¬
dricks, Mr. itetxger says, has no triends in his part ol
llMllhtfc Mr. Meugeriaa strong hard money man,
and there Is a strong hard inoiiev feeiiug in bis section.
William Mvtciilrr. of Kuatun. ihe oih r delegate

from ibis district, is uucommitie.1, but wonid probably
support either Hancock or Tilden.

MBVKNTH DISTRICT.
David Lowkmixrii is a merchant Ullor of Blooms-

bury and a prominent democrat in his seition. Be i- a
determined a vocate of a h..rJ money plailorm. Han
cock ). his llisi choico tor the nomination, but he likes
Tilden ami would vote lor him tor a second choice.
Hendricks, he onys, had m ay In- mis in hie county
oishior nine months ago, oui is uot strong now.

A. U. BnoAuifVAD Jr., of Mauch Chunk, is Superin¬
tendent ol tue Lehigh Valley Railroad, aim may be
¦aid lo *|>eak tho sentiments of Asa Packet. Ho is an
earnest hard money man nd oectucdiy Hi lavor ol
li.dtn. Mr. Broodbead very ninth ilshkes the unit
rulo adopted by tho Lancaster Convention. «tw

Dearly all the delegate* were tired out and bad left
tbe ball.

TWELFTH DISTRICT.
Colonel IIkn»!:ick U Weight, ol Wilkosbarre. I* per¬

sonally i tvorahte t<> Hendricks, .<t>< 1 beln ve* tbe dele*
ration will vote lor bun. especially ll it voles as a unit.
Tins question, wbicb arose by tbe action of tbe Con-
vvutloii hi Lancaster, alter nearly all tbe delegates bad
gone, will daterinine whether ibo vote of the state is
to lie »- uteri"! Hancock, Colonel Wright thinks, may
have some chance of a nomination m certain contin¬
gencies. if oat ol ib« members of thu Pennsylvania
delegation have us yut no idea wlioui tliey will support,
but there ia a disposition to ro for the candidate who is
most likely to win. Uo tbo money question Colonel
Wright Is inclined to be "soil," and he is much blamed
for his course in that direction as tba presiding ollicer
of the State Convention a year agu.
Janice (Xirhitt, of Scranton, will act with bis col-

leaguu, Colonel W right
THIRTEENTH DISTRICT.

Decatur E. Nick, of Pottsvlile, is bluff and out¬
spoken, but notwithstanding he doclures be does not
know what hq is going to do. The delegation, he says,
is just now In the condition be is iu himself.that of
clitioa The trouble with tbe party in Pennsylvania Is
the want of a recognized leader. Evidently Mr. Nice
will not accept thu leadership of Seuulor Wallace, but
he says that, contrary to the general erpoctaitou. Wal¬
lace i's not seeking to control tbe delegation. Nice is
for the nest man.the man who can win. Tbo candi¬
date, he thinks, must come either from the West or the
Easi. After elaborate explan -lions of tbe causes of the
New York Governor's unpopularity in Pennsylvania he
eviuces something lllco a disposition to -upport '-Ben
Tildt n," as lie sometimes calls our Sammy. Mr. Nice
speaks kindly ol Bayard and mentions the name of
Hancock as a possible compromise.
W ii.liam M. Randall, of Schuylkill Haven, may be

put down as a "boat man" man.
FOCETKKNTH DIHTIUCT.

Gkoror W. Ryan, who Is oue ol the delegates from
tbe Fourteenth district, is a young lawyer ol Shamo-
kin. He is a bard money man, und lor tbe nomination
will ant with Senator Dill, probably for Hendricks ilrsi,
with Tihieu lor his socond choice.

Dr. Usokgk H. m>anu, ol Lebanon, Mr. Ryan's col-
league, is not woll known in politics, tbls.beiug his first
¦ppearance on tbe political stage He may bo quoted
lor Hendricks as his flrst and Ttldeu as his second
choice.

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.
The delegates from the Elfiocuih district ere R. A.

Packer, one of the leaders among the Pennsylvania
democracy, and William IL Dimmick, the subject of
much unpleasant notoriety In connection with an at-
tempt to inako money out ol the national banks by
askiug them lor money to be used In protecting them
against adverse legislation. Both are "Ik-bl man"
men, and will go lor Hancock, Tilden or Hendricks,
whichever tuay be strongest.

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT.
Joiin B. Beck, of Wilhumsport, and Gkoror D.

Jackson, of Imports, Sullivan county, are both Han¬
cock men If General Hancock is belore the Convention,
aud afterward for Hendricka or Tildeu. Mr. Heck Is a
noted Harrishurg lobbyist, and takes a great interest In
"Boom hills" aud other inuiters of a like kind upon
which ho is employed to Influence legislation.

sevkntkkstu district.
IV L. Johnson, oue ol the delegates irora tbe Seven¬

teenth, is a lawyer ol considerable emlueuce at Kbeus-
burg, in Cambria county. This is an old Welsh sell le¬
nient. where the languugs of Wules Is still spoken by
mauy of the inhabitants. 1 found Mr. Johnson at bis
ollice busy with bis clients, and, although he was very
willing to discuss tbe political situation with me, he
was exceedingly non-committal, especially on the
money quesitou. Although not Allen men, be said tbe
sympathies of the people ot Western Pennsylvania were
with tbo Ohio democrats. Mr. Johnson has not deter¬
mined what bo will do at St. Louis, hut his flrst cboico
would be Huucock and his second choice, If not Parker,
ol New Jersey, a man like him.

E. L. Kf.kk, of Bedlord, who is Mr. Johnson's
colleague, is a rising young lawyer at a bar whero many
of his competitors were trained under the judicial ad¬
ministration ol Judge Black more than a quarter of a
century ago. Mr. Kerr Is exceedingly cautious in the
expreaslou of his views, but Inclines toward Hancock
or Tildeu. He has endeavored to keep free to act for
the best interests ol the parly. Toe Interesting ques¬
tion In bis mind is to find a man who can carry both
New York and ludiana, with u fair cbauoo of currying
besides both Ohio and Pennsylvania. When he Uuds
such a man he will at once recognize bis candidate.

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT.
John A. Mages, the editor of tho democratic paper

ol Perry county, could only be found utter a tiresome
ride of many unles iu a WAgon^iia home being at
Uloomttcld, which In oil" ihe line ol tue railroad. IV ben
louud be was lound to bo tor Tildenua his Ural choice,
unless Hancoclc is in the field. Mr. Magee is au ad-
nnror ol Senator Thurmau, but cousiders h.m out of"he race, and says that even boioro tho action ot tho
Ohio Convention there was a feeling that lhurman s
nomination would bo impolitic, owing to Paf'f 1J'--
seiisions, wnich would make it next to ltnposaib.e for
hiiu to carry own Stato in November. Mauou is aLrd money man, being sufficiently cast of the AUe-
gbauics not 10 be afiected by Moslem sentiment.

l)r A J Kisiikr, wbo is Mr. Magee s colleague, also
1 ves off tbe hue of the railroad. He is a country doe or
at McAlisterville, a villago against ono ol Hie spurs ot
tbe Blue Itidge, in Juniata county. It is ar weary drive
hum Millliu to McAlisterville, aud tbe tedium ofthe
louruev Is only relieved by the sign boards tbe
traveller encounters, two of which read as lottows
..To "labtown lour'nines," and "To Holltowu seven
miles." I found Dr. Fisher at his dinnor, ju.t off tho
country surgery, where 1 waited for him till the m. al
waa fiuisbed, fearing that it I went away some
couutrymau might break his leg and i should
Hilts him altogether. When ho Joined me I
told htm my mission, and like oihor dls-
tingulshed members ol society we performed our social
dutieB belore we began to talk. l>r. V labor is not pro¬
nounced in behalf ol any candidate, but favors Han-
cock or Hendricks. His immediate constituents, who
are mostly farmers, take littie interest in the money
uuestion -In this part ol the country," the Doctor
uid -wo have mouey enough. Crops have been good,
or e'es lair aud we scarcely feel the hard times, Every-
Uitng is going on as usual, and ne.lhor InUation nor
resumptmn gives us much trouble." Evidently Dr.
Fisher uiosus to allow the rest ol tho country to have
Its own way on this question.

xixarKKxrn district.
F E. Bsi.tzhoovkk, a young lawyer of Carlisle, isone'of the delega'cs irom tbe Nineteenth district lie

ts an out and out Uurd money man, and would hae no
compromises with the lullaiiouists. Mr. BelUboover
thinks it would bo better to let the Ohio taction go than
to attempt to conciliate tlieni.
Thomas U. Nkkly, of Gettysburg, is the Prothouotary

or Clerk of the Court ol Common Pleas of Adams
couniv. He waa originally in favor ol 1 barman, but
lin calculations were disturbed by ibe action ol the
Ohio Convention. Mr. Neely keenly feels tbe annoy¬
ance ot that Jixux pus. II TUurutan is out of the race
be will probably support Tilden.

TAKNTIk TH UISTRICT.
Thomas M. UTTi.nr. of Lewistowu, is a rising lawyer

In Central Pennsylvania, who has heroioioro given
more attention to lua profession ibau to politics, and
who although he is a delegate to BL Louis, is not espe¬
cially anxious to go to Congress. Mr. I ttioy is not pro¬nounced in favor of any candidate, but ludioaios pref¬
erence tor Hancock or IleudnckB. lie Hunks ihe In*
nation breach must receive ultcution and is in favor of

C°Colouel"A. C. Novas, of Weatport, is Mr. Uttley's
colleague, mid Is a "best uiuu" man, wbo uiay bo
uuoted lor Hancock or Hendricks.

TWKSTY-VIKST DISTRICT.
Charlks E. Boyls. ol I'moiiiowu. u lawyer and poli¬

tician ol considerable promiuenoo in ihe Western part
oi the Slate, declares thai he does uot know whom bo
will support. He iodic tcs a prelerence lor ileudricks
as his Urat choice, aud wants to compromise on tbe

"'dT^kxanokk Pattox lives af Bioe'a Landing, on
the Mononguhcla Kiver, out or tbe reach oi everybody.
Ho la a cranger, aud unquestionably lor soil tnouey
aud Hendricks.

twkxtt-sroomd district.
Anthoxy J. Kkatixu, ol Pittsburg, is tor Bayard, but

save be will accept lloudricka iu order to conemaio tne
w'waL Mr Kealiug warns to iiumtualo a man who will
be able to carry Ob.o aud Indiana.
W J IlRRXXAX. who is Mr. Keating s colleague, is a

working man 'n a south aide foundry, ami cannot tall
to be a noteworthy oieiucot among the buck poiiuc.ant
at St Louis. Mr.'Brenu.n says he does not want a
candidate irom the Last. His first choice would he
Pendleton but that being imposaiole, he will suppott
Hendricks He sava be is not lor nidation, but is op¬
posed to a flxod time for resumption.

TWBXTY-TB1BD DISTRICT.
Malcolm Hat, one ot the delegates Irom the A lie-

chaiiY district, IS a young lawyer in Pittsburg aud one
oi the ablest, if not tho ablest, man in the Pennsylva¬
nia delegation. Me thinks the money question will not
be tho issue iu ibis canvass, but thai administrative re-
lorm will bo the real question belore tbe people, in re
card to the nomination, personally be woeli p'eler
Bavard but ho does uol regard Tildeu wLh dlslavor.
Mr Hay says Tilden hus many friends in Western
Pennsylvania, aome even wbo were verv hostile to him
last vear being deposed to nominate hint uow. Mosneaks kin ilv ol Hancock, out thinks tho people are
tired ot the word "General. At Parker lie laugh* as
one who solicits the Preg.deucy as U lie was election-
coring or justice o( tlie peace. Mr. Hay my* U# ua»
tried to keep bis mind iree, so as to bo able to act lor
the best at St. Louis.

, ,Alsxaxdur 0. CoCBHAXK, member of Congress from
Allegbauy, says bo won't say on> ib.ug until bo gets to

Louts.
TWKXTV-VOIRTH DISTRICT.

William B. Dcxlap anu J. Aiitui r Bvxtlut arc the
delegates Tr ra the Twenty-lourtu district. They may
be quoted for Hendricks.

TwaaTY-rtrrn district.
P M Clarr a lawyer ot Indiana, has no decided

areloreMe. He thinks tbero are no settled convictions
| or choice among th- Pennsylvania
to the iioinination, but that every interest will work
toward tbe selection ol a good man. Ho believes the
Convention will be a most harmonious one. tnasmu. It
B» tho uelegstes were disposed to coutro their choice
ou a candioate of pure record.

II M Lax ol Khtunning. an omlnent Inwyer, la in-
timed iavorabiy toward Bayard, wlioso |>ohlicul lift m
pure and spotless. However. If bis delegation prelcr
Tilden it could have b.s vole without hesitancy. He Is
a bard money man. and believes there are few In the
Pennsylvania d« legation that are not. Mr Lee will not
support Mr Curt in lor tbe ,-econd |.lace, lor the simple
reason he would sooner be boatoti by a lully developed
derauurat than elect one of doubtful convictions. Ho
ti.mk- that at the m ei.iig Ot the dcie.uiu.n at Pitts-
bura the manner ot its vote would be decided.

TW KXTT SIXTH DISTRICT.
Ionx S. It xihp, oi t'entrevtile, who. by tbe way, Is a

cousin of Scuator Wallace, is in lavor oi Hendricks
I and Curtln. He likes Bayard pretty well bui thinks
the honor Is too great lor the territory. Bam T.lden
he wouldn't touch with a ton lia>l pole. Ihe a< lion of
tbe New York Convention in regard to the Pennsyl¬
vania and Ohio plitlorm*. wherem Tilden'a hanu wa#
shown, Mr. Baird said, damned bun lorever In lua good
"' i'vm "s A. Stkaxaitax, of Mercer, Is a lawyer by pro¬
fession, who thinks Bayard and Hendricks the bMlM'B
that could bo nominated at St. IaiUis. He waa not
strong in this prelerence, however, and would *UPP0"
l.Uvu heart aud soul if be provud tho choice ot tho

Convention. Mr. Stranahan in in favor of the naked
repeal of the Resumption act. but thought tbe money
ii nest on would be ot secondary importance at St. l.ou a
He expects u wondei lul change iu tbe popular vote of
Western He vaniu from the Allesbaniw to Lako
Kric. Business pros ration it more kcemy lelt in tbu
terriiory mentioned than anywhere else, and lio
knows oi promtneul republicans who will vote lot a

change of administration this talL
TWHVY1 -SKVKNTIt BIHTXJCT.

leusT I.. t'iK'iiKAv, ot Kranslin, a lainker. In In
favor oi the repeal of the Resumption act, but is salis-
lied the issue of the forthcoming campaign will lie on
tueu rather than raeasurea He has no preference,
but bopoa and In almost sure Pennsylvania will cast
its volp for TllUnn and Hendricks. Tins would prove
a strong ticket, and he knows ot raauy liberal republi¬
cans ol wealth and influence in bis district who would
support this nomination in preference to any that
could be made at Cinciuuati. Mr. Tildeu. lor bis re¬
form measures, bail made many warm friends trout
among the ranks of tbe best voters.

J. Ross Tuobpson, of Erie, a lawyer ot extensive
practice, will stick to TiU'en as long its there are atiy
hopes of success Hendricks la bis choice tar the
second place Though tbe impression was almost gen¬
eral amoug the democracy of Pennsylvania that tb's
State, with Ohio to boot, bad been shamefully snubbed
by New York on the money question, yot it wits not
just or proper to lay the blame at the leel of Mr. Til-
don In his opinion Tlidcn is a systematical worker,
without au equal In the den ocratic party, aod further¬
more, he Is houest, and his political record without a
blot.

MR. BELMONT AND THE DEMOCRACY.

THE LETTUB OF MB. AUGUST BELMONT ON THE

DEMOCBATIC VICTOBIES OF 1874.ADVICE IN

THB HOUB OF TRIUMPH.A BKVIEW OF THE

FINANCIAL QUESTION.A PLEA FOB UNITY AND

HARMONIOUS ACTION BY THE DEMOCBATIC

PABTY.
New Yoke, Nov. IT, 1874.

Deax Sir:.I regret extremely that It is out ol my
power to be with you '.his eveuing, iu order to partici¬
pate In tbe celebration of the recent democratic vic¬
tories. The peaceful revolution achieved by tbu
electors of our Republic agajnst Executive and Con¬
gressional usurpation and misrule Is an event ot tbe
greatest Importance, the result ot which will exert a

powerful and beneflcial influence upon tho future
destinies ol our country.
That such a revolution coald havo been effected

against the whole strength ot the administration, with
its army ot office-holders and the most lavish expendi¬
ture of money, must Oil with joy and pride the heart
of every good citizen. It vindicates most triumphantly
tho vitality of republican institutions and proves con¬
clusively tbe blessings of seli-governmcnt.

Iu this hour of our triumph It behooves up to bear in
uiind that only by moderation, anion and a strict ad¬
herence to tbu true principles of democracy can we
hope to earn the truus ot our victory.
Wo have a powerful and unscrupulous enemy to con¬

tend against, who will not relinquish tnd federal
power hold so long and with such disastrous results,
except alter a renewed and desperate struggle.
Tho lollowers of the administration know that their

deleal in 1876 will be tholr deatb knell ss a
uutlonat political party, and between now and
then all tho Immense resources at their com¬
mand will be concentrated, in order to re-
trlevo tbeir present detest. We have given
them a Wuterlou, but we must follow It up by aiSedau
If we mean to grasp tbn power from their hands and
once more restore peace and prosperity throughout tho
vust extent of ourcouuiry.
Even now they are already trying to sow the seeds of

discord among us and to Ian into upen hostility differ¬
ences on tho currency question which have unfortu¬
nately arisen between the democratic party of
tho East and a portion of tho Western democ¬
racy. It Is of most vital importance that we
should not assist tbeir nefarious game by premature
and bitter polemics on this question. I.et us lieur in
miud that those who differ from us in opinion on finan¬
cial matters are our brethren in faith on all other
vital political questions, and that their erroneous con¬
clusions are the natural results ol a vicious financial
system created and persisted in for tbe last twelve
years fcy our political opponents.
The tluanclul paclc of loat year, followed by an otter

prostration of trade and Iniuniry. boa abowu but too
well that an irredeemable paper currency la not a pana¬
cea against bankruptcy of individuals, corporations and
States. When our friends will calmly reflect on this,
when they will see at this moment bow with a

plethora of money unparalleled in the annals
of our commercial history, pricos of every
description ure continuing to decline, when they will
bud that never before have the farmer and planter, the
manufacturer and mechanic, received so poor a return
lor their labor, they cannot fall to dtsoover the
fallacy of thi-ir views without the assistance
of our arguments.- Truth does not require
tbo aid of her den-odors; she Is sure to prevail; the
bitter lessons which are still In (tore for us between
now and 1876 will settle the question between a sound
and irredeemable currency before we can gain the
federal power und with it the privilege and responsi¬
bility ol shaping the financial policy of the government.
Our duty of the hour Is 10 cultivate harmony and

good iceltng among all the democrats. West
and East, North and South. Wo must, while
wo ndliero strictly to the democratic
principles bequeathed to us by Joflei>on and
Jackson, treat with tolerance the honest opin-'
ions ot those who differ from us, never for¬
getting that wo .are all engaged in the
holy cause ol our country, and that it will require our
united efforts in order to bring hack to every section of
ibis vast Itepubllo the blessings of peace, prosperity and
fru doin.

If our leaders and our press will aid us by acting on
these principles we shall form a homogenous and irre¬
sistible arm.v when tbe great battle ot 1876 is to be
(ought, and our victory will be more couipleto and
more fru'ttul in its blessings (ban tbo one you are-cele¬
brating to-night. Yours, very truly,

AUGUST BELMONT.
Jamkr Sbrvlix, Esq.. Chairman of Committee Con¬

stitution Club, Brooklyn.

OFF FOR ST. LOUIS.

DEPARTURE OF THE KINGS COUNTY DELEGA¬
TION.THE TAMMANY MEN TO LEAVE TO¬
MORROW.THE ANTI-TZLDEN LEADERS ON
THEIR WAY.
The Kings county delegates to the St. Louis Demo¬

cratic National Convention lelt for St. Louis last eve¬

ning on tho Central Ratlrond. The delegates were

accompanied to the depot bv a largo number of friends,
who gavo them a hearty eheer as tho train moved out
of the depot. The delegates who went on the train
aro:.Henry C. Murphy, delegate at large; Thomas
Kinsella, Roger A. Pryor, ex-Senator Pierce, John C.
Jacobs, William C. Kingaley and Archibald Bliss.
James W. Oakley and Qilbert C. Dean, delegates from
the First Congressional district, Queens county, will
leave to-day, and will put up at the Southern Hotel,
which is also to be tbe headquarters of tbe Kings
county dclegat'.ou.
Tbe autl-Tilden forces, who are to do all they can to

head the Governor off at St. Louis, and whose traders
reside at Albany, will all bo on tbe ground by Saturday
night. Word was received in this city yesterday that
among others Amasa J. l'arlcer, John T. Hoffman, Ell
Perry, John V. L. Pruyn, Robert H. Waterman. Walter
S. Church, Eraatus Corning, ex-Judge Clute, F. W.
Vosburg, C. W. Armstrong, A. O. V. Dodge, Ira Porter,
A. H. Trcuia.no and A 11. Pratt, all and-Tilden men.
bad already started for tbe scene of their undermining
operations. They will i»c reinforced on Sunday by
Willard Johnson, Jim ileldcti. Tommy Gale and all tbo
other leaders of iho Canal King Troin the Ounu iaga dis
trict Judge Pratt, ex Attorney General, It Is said, will
also Join them on Monday.

Tint TAMMANY DKLRGATKA
will leave this city on Friday ni In. They nrc making
great preparations to go nit with llymg colors, und their
train is to be gorgeously docked with flags and bunting.
Ono of tbe delegates, it Is rumored, will take a few
ya ds of crape along, so that, if Tilden should happen
to be nominated, every one of tbo delegates opposed to
him irom this city will liuve enough to pot around hts
hat lor the roiurn Journey. The tact that nine out ol
the tourteen delegates are lor Tilden, it is believed, will
go a great way toward breaking the inrceof Tammany's
opposition to the Governor. The delegation will reach
St. Louis on Sunday aiternoon.
Some i K> "outside"' Tammany delegates will leave

to-morrow (TUursd iy) evening, when the democratic
members of the Board of Alderinen take their depar¬
ture. Ylio Aldermen will have two palace cars for
ihoir exclusive use. There is a good joke going the
rounds uboul some of the raramnny men. w ho some
tune ago c.ub ed together and agreed to purchase MM
tickets for themselves and friends at the rate ol $27
for the round trip. The purchase, it is said, wns in .vie,
and since it was made the rate tor tbe round trip has
fallen to $20. The tellows who clubbed together now
waut to know wi.o is going to pay ttint extra $7. It
is probable there will bo a tamily row over the matter
after the Convention is over.

REPUBLICAN REFORM CLUB,
A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Repub¬

lican Reform Club was held in their rooms at No. 30
L'uiou square, last evening, Mr. Francis A. Stout pre¬
siding. Alter the trausacnon of some routine business
ih.' following resolutions were adopted:.
Resolved. rust in the unanimous nomination by the Re-

puhliean .National Convention ol Kutloruril B. 11 ayes, lor
President of t >o United Slates, and William A Wbesier lor
Vies I'res d nt, we recognise the triumph ol those priori-pies of political reform which lie at ths Inundation of tne
organisation id lid- duo.

Kvsolved. That the platform adopted by tbe Convention at
Cincinnati meets with our in «t cordial concurrents ; that
in the declaration ot principle! It embodies and in tile can'
didat«» chosen to maintain It, we recognise tne promise of a
union in the national government of eound poller with
honest and Capable administration

Resolved. That we eouiineud both candidates and plat¬form to the cordial support of all who have labored with us
lor reform, and who are with us at the same tune auxlont
to secure those results lor which the country has aoder
t is lead of the republican party, striven at a cost of 11 ud
and treasure, which would l»e worse than wadeu were we to
commit the government to the control uf a party whose Ids-
Ir-rv anil pe Icy render It In every way Incapable ol truly
representing tne national spirit of nnity and of maintaining
In all its integrity a government «. the people, for the
people and by tbe people.

A Letter to the Hon. Francis Kernan
b; Clarkson N. Potter.

HINTS FOR THE CONVENTION

A Propped Recreation and Regeneration of
the Principles of the Democracy-

THE POLICY OF THE PERIOD.

Nctwood, Nkw Rochkluc, N. Y., June 17, 1874.
Bon. Fkaxcu Kbrksx:.
Mr Dkak Sir.Yon are the head of the delegattor

from this State to the approaching Democratic Con¬
vention. In that Convention no Stale, either by lu
magnitude or Ita services, will be more entitled to b«
beard and be heeded than New York. To you, there
lore, 1 venture to addreaa these suggestions as to thi
danger and the duly of our party at ibis lime.
We are approaching a national election at a time of

general depression and disaster.at a time, too, when
all patriotic citizens are pained and mortillcd by reve¬

lations of widespread corruption lu < nice. Never be¬
fore in the history of tho country bus there been an
administration whose tune bat been so low, who^e in¬
fluence has bcou so demoralising uud whose leading
men have been so largely arraigned for breaches of
common honesty.
Under sucb circumstances it would be natural for

the people of the country .to depose the party In power.
If they iiesitate in doing so It must bo because ol the
apprehensions they have about intrusting to our

party the conduct of the government. And yet why
should there be such apprehensions ? Surety not that
slavery will be restored. The democracy never were
in favor of slavery. So tar as they actod with slave¬
holders they did so because tbey regarded slavery as

beyond the power ol the federal government, and not,
therefore, to be proporly oraaiely dealt with by it; not
becauae they favored the syatcm: bocauso they were
for the compact between the States.not because they
were lor slavery. But haa they been the party of
slavery that would make no dlflerence now. Slavery
has not only ceusod, hut has become Impos¬
sible. The late changes In the constitution pro-
vent its restoration without the consent of the North,
while the changed status of the colored population ren¬
ders such a restoration, even If not so prevented,
equully impossible. Slavery was one ol those evils
which men did not know how to get rid of lawfully,
but whicb, once rid of, it Is not possible to restore.
To dispute about it Is, therefore, llko disputing about

the Issues that prevailed before the flood. To appre¬
hend Ita restoration Is as idle as to fear a return of the
waters which then covered the earth.
Equally unfounded is the notion that the control ot

the general government by the democrats is dangerous
to the integrity and unity ol tho country. Nothing
could be more erroneous than tills. Wuutever ques¬
tion existed as to the bomogeneousuess ol the country
has ceased to exist. The war was one ol those tr.als of
strength whicb afforded the last argument such ques¬
tions admit of, and that question was

finally settled by the result of the war. Ages
hence new and unforeseen causes may lead to
the separation of these States, but no

present and exiatlng cause points to tliat result. Re¬
publican government may be overthrown and obsoluto
or oligarchical government prevail instead; but what¬
ever form the government or this people may take,
they will, by reason ol their physical and nati rul sur¬

roundings and necessities, remain one nation Tor gen¬
erations yet to come.

"a united south."
Bnt this Is not an age given to political reflection,

end-when real causes are not apparent the people are

apt at first to ascribe results to wrong causes. They
find "a united South" opposed to the administration
ol Grant; and, remembering that it was lately in armed
revolt against the administration of Liuooln, assume
that th£ party with which tt is now acting must, there-
lore, be wrong. And yet the present atti¬
tude of the South is wholly duo to what
Mr. 1'lnchback at tho Cincinnati Conven¬
tion called "the corruption and mismanage¬
ment which had come upon the South at the handa of
Northern adventurers," the oppression' ol whose "cur-
pet-bag" government# necessarily united all who had
auytbing to lose, whatever their politics, in opposition
to the administration winch sustained these pluuderers
In power. In trnth, the South has no longer those in¬
terests with the parly of limited and localized govern¬
ment which it lorinerly had. Plundered and impover¬
ished, Its preaent Interests are rather In a strong led.
eral government.one with liberal powers; one that
will baild public works, grant subsidies, bold up tbo
weak and aid the leeble. And these considerations
would, Irom the close of the war, have put the South
on tho sido of the republican parly but lor the oppres¬
sion and ruin resulting from "carpet-bug" rule.
But it ta the nature ot men to reckon people with *

reference to the divisions in which they havo found
them, and until new issues present themselves
and another opportunity and necessity for reckon¬
ing arrives, to count them up according to the issues on

which they were beforo divided, even alter those Issues
have wholly ceased to exist. Ano so the republican
leaders, Instead of being abashed and overwhelmed by
the corruptions In their midst winch have been ex¬
posed, in soietnn couventlon "charge the democratic
party as bo ng tne same In cburac-er uud spirit as when
n sympathized with treason,"and warn the people to
"beware of this Confederate Congress." Noibingcan
be more unjust or uutouuded, and 1 do not believe the
people aieto be thus nns.eu us to the causes ol tbo
existing attitude ol tbe South. Bui tbe question ol the
present is how to purify and reiorin tbe government,
and hs to thut tbe people asK, "What do you democrats
propose ? What is it your desire to do f"
Surely this is a question it is not diiflcult to answer,

and surely, too, it ought to be fraukly and fully
answered, and answered first by the Couvt ntiou
about to assemble at Sk Louis to lay down n

piatlorui and uonnnato u candidate lor tne coming
cumialgn. And that body should answer it, not by
general declarations iu favor ol honesty, efficiency,
economy and reiorin, which all lavor and lor which
every couventlon declares, but should, it s< oms to me,
answer it by pronouncing for some means by which It
way be reasonably claimed that theso desirable ends
can be obtained.

LIMITED and LOCALISED OOVIRNMIXT.
What is a party organization lor but to carry Into ef¬

fect ite lneusurcs It sustains ? I'urtty, economy,
efficiency, reform, aro not measures, but ends. It a

party has no measurca'to support, but only uteu, it baa
ceased to be a party ol principle, and has become a

personal party. It is indeed welt to have goed men to
udminister government, but tt is better to have a good
sjsteiu of government Tbe one ends with the man.
tbo other rcmaius In permanence. It our
aystem of government Is now as perfect us

possible, then, tudevd. the ouly thing to be
douo is to secure tbe best possible administration
of it. But if tbe eviia which exist arise from detects in
our government, whicu result iroui tbe inability ol
those who iramed the government to loresoe such
evils, and tnereiore to guard against tbeu; and ir
these deficiencies In the government can be remedied
(..s they have been in large )>art iu other government*),
surely It is the part ol wisdom to remedy them in our
government Ikiubtles*, If everybody were good, we
should have no such ewla. Doubtless, we want purer
and better people. But it is tbe duty ol tbe statesman
to make tbe best of the existing condition ot things;
aud, taking people as they are, to so regulate aud ad¬
min later government as to bring about tor
tho people, as they are, tbe beat practical
re,alts. While popular government continues in
so vast a country as ours there must genet ally be
two parties one lor having the governing
powers do much, tne other for having them do little;
otto lor having the exercise oi government centralized,
tho other lor caving tt localized. Tuo democracy U
the party which is lor limited and for localised govern¬
ment It exists, iheremte, by the very necessities of
the case, aud It, or some party to a like end, must con¬
tinue to exist But tbe conditions to which limited
and localised government are to be applied now dltfer
wholly irom the ooMitions to which our lathers ap¬
plied them, »nd yet wo ulk about ibeui us if they wi re
the same. We hold last to tho methods ratio r than
to tne principle# which our fathers established and
still bope to secure personal liberty by a strict con¬
struction ol tho powers ol the federal sovcrnmcnt,
without regard to the changes tn the condition of the
country which have taken place. We iavnr tbe rights
of States, alt bough auch rights have no Value uxcupt
so tar as, by means of them, we preserve tbe rights
ol Individuals For when the letbert sought to
preserve the rights of States, their purpose was, la
thus restricting the power ot the |e> eral government,
to better preserve the liberty o: the people within tbe
States bo tar as Ibey retrained from granting powers
to the national government which they established; so

limitatioosAipon tbe exercito by thatfhr as they put
government of'tbe powers granted to It. their constant
object was, by thus limiting and Iw-altxing iho powers
of government, to better secure tbe liberties ol lbs
people. And a strict construction of the federal eon-

stltatHM did. m thooe days, secure good government.
For when ibis government waa established, it embraced

bat 3,000,001 of peeple. ictlterMt along lh» Atlantic
sea bwtnl. in sparge l oanaunliN, separata I by wide
distance*. with It tie communication, less 'rude, an no
rl« lie* Unlike in origin; utilise in habit*; unhks
in industries, wbit the fieopie of mose Suies
yn-lued 10 ibe naiiocai govsrnni'Bt which
they established they yielded with apiireheaaion, aa
power given to be exercised by strangers, and wiilch
only a pressing necessity justified them in delegating.
But all tilts lias changed. Fortv-livo millions ol people
occupy the eontinoui Irotn ocean to ocean, knit to¬
gether aa our fathers never dreamed of, by landwny*
and waterways, by the steamboat and the railway, and
kept by tbe telegraph In Instant communication each
with the other. So that the last generation hoa grown
up homogeneous In language, in origin, iu occupation;
strong in the pride ot a common nationality; careless
of the dual nature of oar government, and regarding
the federal government, not as a co-equal government,
with a part al and separate authority, but aa a para¬
mount government, with a general supreme authority.
Such a people may naturally be expected to
listen with Impatience to op Dions which once
generally prevailed, and to regard aa dan¬
gerous truths which every statesman *t one time
avowed. And yet the necessity tor limitations upon
tbe power of Congress la greater now tliau ever be¬
fore, and that, too. in respects hi which no strictness
In tbe construction of the federal constitution caa
avail us.

PK1VATI LSGISLATIO*.
With tbe growth of wealth and population there

have grown up tu the larger States aud id Congress
certain abuses which the fathers could not foresee
and therefore did not provide against In their day
the gilts and the grants, the charters, subsidies and
privileges which legislatures, whether Stale or federal,
had to give, were insignificant When in lime these
became important there came also a corrupt pressure
to secure them. &Agreat has this evil become that in
tbe larger states ity 11* been found neccssart to cut off
by lurther constitutionti limitation each powers
of legislation If the evil baa not been, so
obvious in Congress it la because, under
our system, -p e<«i charters tor banks, rail¬
ways, terries sue ether monopolies full maiuly
within the putter «> State, and not ot federal, legisla¬
tion. HuiIoi.k'V. «y are kindred powers yet exercised
by Congress, mm* MMs m eapaetoHy true of that class ol
its leglsldtiua wbMb is r» presented by private bills.
The lathers ma i» two prvv tmn in respect of private
legislation, hwaus* ia Ibeir time none was Deeded.
They adopted the th< u common notion that the sover¬
eign cou u do uu wrong and should not, therelore, be
sued, and left Congress to determine upon tbe rights
and claims whleb individuals had upou its justice or
liberality. In tbe early days, with lew members and
little business, an Intelligent consideration ot anch
claims by Congress was uoi Impossible. Hut as popu¬
lation and wealth and industries have increased these
claims have risen to a magnitude and have become of a
n.iture which makes such consideration impossible.
Wo have established airosdy a court for a portion ol
those claims, but uone the less we retain for the reel
a determination by Congress It results that two
days In every week.one-third ol tue entire, titua
ol tbe House of Representatives.Is, by its rulos,
given to the consideration ol private business; that is,
to bills lor payment, or gilts, or bounties, or relief, or
some form ot privilege, to private persons. These
cin<ms are first referred to a committee ol ten or so,
who in turn refer tbem to some one member, who
hears thq statements or ex parte evidence ottered by
the app.leant, and reports tbe bill buck to tho commit¬
tee, who, if ih ;y approve it, report it to the House, by
whom, niter brief discussion, it is passed or reieetetL
All this is usually done ex p.irte. without any opposing
Interest being heard, without any general publicity,
without any oral exitnlnation ol witnesses, without
any check against Iraud and without auy prescribed
ruies or regulations.
That such a determination ot claims should necessarily

result In great abuses is unavoidable. It is hardly too
much to say that a person with a just claim upon Con¬
gress might almost us well abandou it as pursue it; and
that no one with an unjust claim, it only pluuBlble, persis¬
tent and needy, need be without some hope uf success.
Now, in nearly all civilised countries this miserable

system has been abaiidoued, and tribunals have been
established to hear in the open day, examine and pass
upon, t ie claims mode upon tbe Government. Tne
United States, althougn ot all governments least fitted
by tbe number ol its legislators for properly determin¬
ing such claims. still retains tho systems ot determin¬
ing them, not by lis courts, but by its Legislature. All
our experience und observation show that nothing can
be more unjust to the government and to the citizen.
Beyond this such chums furnish tho chief source of

corruption in Congress. Public measures must be
mainly determined with relercnco to public ends, aud
therelore rarely lurmsh either inducement or oppor¬
tunity for corruption. But with private measures iht
reverse is true, and if members ol the Congress an
ever corrupted or purposely misled, or advantage takes
ol their uumos to dolruud and plunder claimants, ex¬
perience has shown that It is invariably in connectios
with these or kindred measures of prlvato legislation.
A court of some sort should be established to wblob

every pr rate claim now dependent upon the special
action of Congress should bo relorred, and no dollal
should be paid on such claims without the
judgment and sanction of auch court first ob¬
tained. Millions would thus be saved to the
government; justice, to maintain which ia the first end
ol government, would be secured to deserving suitors;
weeks of time in every session would be gained lor tbs
public business, and Congress would be relieved from
the most dangerous of all the influences tnat surround
It tor evil. This simp e change should be made, aud
this chango the democratic party should propose. Il
would be in strict accord with Its general principle ol
limitation upon the power ol government. The recom¬
mendation of such a change should come from it, and
come at once, wttnout longer waiting or gre&ter neces¬
sity. It will Inrnlsb a "new departure." aflord a new
Issue and present a fresh question upon which to divide
men, with relerence to which they cur. take sides with¬
out being met by the cry of "Confederate" or he about
of "secession." But another and more Important evil
In our government la the growth of the Executive
patronage.

GROWTH OF TII« 1XBCCTIVB PATKOXAOU.
80 little was ibis foreseen that the lathers made no

provision for It wbatever. Tue first Congress spent
weeks discussing the power of the President to remove
from olUce. Now, between 80,000 and 90,000 persona
hold office under the President, ll wo reckon each
office-holder as controlling, through his family or
frier.ds, In order 10 keep himseir In plucc, three vote*
beside bis own, we shall then jtnvo between 300,000
and 400,000 votes under the direct control ol the Pres¬
ident.a uumber inure tbun sufficient to control both
nominations and'elections, and a reason which our
fathers did not have lor ranking the President in¬
eligible to ro-elecUon. This enormous patrouage aud
couirol.lar greater than that ol the mounrch of any
civilised government in the world, except the Czar.
Is under our system centralized and mude tne spoil ol
our national election. Having thus united all these
prizes in one common lot, the country Is
divided into two great parties, which struggle
lor Us couirol. How hitter this struggle, first lor
nomination within each pariy, aud then between the
two parties lor election, wo are this year witnessing.
Tbst the party which, ufter such a struggle, wins ilic
control shoula insist upon exurcisiog it Is most
natural The declaration that '-to the victors belong
the spoils" becomes a necessity, if we will have spoils.
When, therefore, men talk ol "Civil Service Koform,"
basetl upon examination and fitness of candidates,
while they leave ii.c tenure of office dependent upon
the will ol an Executive chosen lor the very purpose of
distributing this patronage among his party, they talk
of an Impossibility. Although to make the President
eligible out for u single term would do something
toward correcting tbis growing and most dangerous
evil, we shall thoroughly correct It only when wt
change the system; wneu we distribute to localities
the selection oi those wno are to serve the localities;
when we make the tenure of subordinate employes in
office permanent.
There are 40,000 postmasters. Why should not they

be chosen in some way by the localities in which they
serve ? I have long thought that if the power was re¬
served to the Postmaster General to suspend at pleas¬
ure, but to- remove lor causo only, postmasters.al
least in 1 be rural districts.might well be etiosou by pop¬
ular vote. But If not cbosen by tbo people of their re¬
spective districts they might be appointed by the State
or county or township or municipal authorities II
would be for Congress, whon it proposes to the Stales
the amendment ofibo constitution necessary for that
purpose, to determine upon the particular way to
which these toeat offices should bo selected by tbcli
localities. But it would be tor the Convention 10 de¬
clare generally for this decentralization of leUera)
power and patronage and to tace the democratic party
toward the only possible course by which real reform
In this respect can be secured.
On the other band, as re. arils all subordinate clerk¬

ships and other minor government employes, why
should not the occupants hold their posittoue daring
good behaviorT As human nature is now constituted,
It wornd bo too much to expect that a party wbicn
had passed through a great struggle for the control of
these places ana won ti.at control abonid divide them
w th tbeir adversaries; aud hence all propoeitlons at¬
tended with that result have failed, as would, indeed,
any President who attempted to carry sneb a oourse
into eirect. Byt it is not too nut li to hope that the
people might agree that lor the future such places
suould not be loll opcu to be so cotiteuded fur. And
once remove private claims from leg-alation and break
up the existing Executive patronage, and we shall
have, us a necessary result, purer legislation and a
better civil service. Beyond turn, It would be well If
there were some declaration by the Convention not
only against subsidies and land grants, but also
as to the necessity of protecting vestod rights as well
against legislation by Congress as by tho Suites. The
work! has ol late years been tending toward constitu¬
tional uuvernment. Constitutional government means
limited government. It means the establishment ol
certs.n permanent fuodatneoial principles and rules
and the recognition ol reruun Inalienable rights which
the authorities from tune to time in power shall not
disregard. Kor as Mr. Webster nobly said, "Liberty
consists In the limitation of government "

THK VMDKKAt, l-KlllSLATfRS XRARLV OXX1POX8UT.
Onr government was created by a constitution la

which what was withheld, as well as what was expressly
forhidiien. worked together as limiuatioDs on the
power of Congress. Bat with the growth and change
In the physical conditions 01 the couutry which baVe
taken piac-, our ledsral Legislature bus been irom
year 10 year gradually growing *in power, ant li now it
assumes, witnout remark, within tlie line of the (ob¬
jects on which ll nets, to be omnipotent and not bound,
except in us own discretion, to respect private or vested
rights. It alters the value of money; it gives subsidies
aud takes them swav; ft grants patonts and repeals
ttiem; makes contracts and keeps or breaks them; as
If It was subject to none ol those restrictions in respect
ol vested rights which < ven monarchical governments
now recognise. This evil is m yet but little noticed,
because not generally foil. But 11 le nono the less dan¬
gerous and growing, and ought now to be declared
against.

All such changes In the federal constitution would he
in the line of democratic piinctplen. To limit sad
localise goversmsut Is ths foundation of our faith, and
these are changes iu that direction. They were not
proposed t>> the flutters because the necessity isr them
did not tbeu exist; oat they are the natural outgrowth
Ol tbo principles ol the lathers, and therefore thor¬
oughly consistent with those principles. I agree
that tbs compromises of the 000sutattoo ought to be
preserved. But to apply by ooMtlintwanl


